Cio} ro, | 


Furth a5. 


Cw that p ifJage iz Genefis, concern. 
ing the Spirtt of God m ving up- 
on the Face of the Waters is to 
beunderftood ? 

Anjw. We are apt to believe in 

a much higher and nobler fence than many won’d be 

willing to underftand it, not fo) a mig it\ wind ,or the 

ad, not fo much as 


Queft. 1. 


perfonaly diffi#® trom the Father. But for the 3d per- 
this Incubation of matter reconcil’d the jarring Ek- 
r 4 ‘em into that Seautifel and regular 
frame of things which we call the 'or/d. For as all 
the 3 Jafinite perf ns were concern’ inthe great work 
of the Redemprion of the world, fo were they in its 
firft Creation, The Father feat the Sox, as the Son the 
Holy Spirit, The Yather workt by the Son as he 
again by the Spirit. Chrift was quicken*d by the 
Spirit, and vet rais‘d from the dead by the Glory of 
the Father, tho at the fame time he himtclt had pe 
totake ap his own Life again, as he had to lay i 
down. Buthere are two words to be conf erd, an 
the fence of ‘em to be made good which we have a 
fertedto em. The Spirit, and this tort of » 
Jucubation juft mention‘d. For the later 
the very word ys'd hy one very avin lra 
The Hebrew MOND is very fignificin., and implies 
frequent and fwift motion The Vulgar is only fered.- 
tur the feventy a little Bronger, copédire, bover'd 
over the water. The Chaldee-In/ufflabat. The Perfiin~ 
all which are included in the Interpretation already 
given, as they all confirm it. For she word Spirit, 
it has been underftood by Chrifians, Jews and Aea- 
theas, for Holy Spirit, which might cafily be put be- 
yond queftioa ; we fhall only inftance in fome ef the 
Fewifh writers, who, as Grotius in his Notes on de 
weritat, did certainly own a Hol: Spirit that \pake by 
the Prophets (all but the Sa/ducees, who denyd any 
Angel, or Spirit, any immaterial fubGance, or !n/pirs 
tion) this {pirit, as he tells ‘em, they cou'd got deny 
to be God, and yet diftinét from the Father becaute 
proceeding from him and fent by him:, And it‘s cer- 
tain, that feveral of their very ancient Writers. fome 
of em they tell you,long before our Saviour‘s time, do 
plainly enough affert a Jratty in the divine tffence, 
as we may perhaps herea!tc. have occatiunte.prove, 
and many expre‘ions by which the Son and Hay $pi- 
vit are fet forth to us im Holy Scriptures, are to be 
found in their Sephireth, a: well as oka pare 
their Cabala. But it thal Woe 2 | tO lass 
this head with Authorities Woo th Pela. Bz 
4J-Hatturi#, and ot-ers, who Uran MABE yj 
preily affirm that “ this Spirit which mov 4,08 the¥ace 
© of the Waters, was the Spirit of the Meffigs; azres- 
able to the main Scope both of the Ol.l and New 
Teftament. That God made the World by his 
Word, by his Son, and by his Wifdom, 

Queft. 2, Pray your opinion whether or no, as [ome 
learned men affirm, all Learning. came at fir{f from she 
Jews, and Eaftern-Nations ? id 

Aifw. That all Learning came from the, Féffern- 
Nations, is as plain as that the world was firft peopled 
from that part, agrecable to the facred Writings, 
But theré are feveral Nations who rival the. Jews in 


thefe'matters. The Fh pias, the Phanicians andthe 


Chaldeans : For the Chaldeats and Phanicians, we have 
but very imperfeét and {ufpeéted accounts, or rather 
fragments of their Hiftory. “Tis true we haye more 
of the Egyptians, fuch as ‘tis, but miferable fteff, if 
Fofepbus bas tairly reprefented Appin and Manesko : 
We-—mention not the -Chinefe; becaute they Teen to 
have had little or no Intercourle with the reft of the 
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The Athenian Mercury. 
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Werld fince the Hood. after the firft peopling of. rhe 
World, whereat they ftill preterve a dew TradetuasNow 
as to the Fems, we thw. camimc with Drath be 
affirm'd that ai! Learaing came from them ta dig reit 
of the world, but chi; we chin may be affirm ‘i aad 
made out, that there ar : 
antiquity, in in any ot the Nations an this iide. the 
Worl l, nay, take in the very Jadjun Srachmass and 
Grymojophi?s, which have not maay plain aad vidible 
Footfteps of the Jewib A/iftory and Learning. So that 
a very ingenious pertor had mightily forgot himéelf 
When he was {0 intenfe on his own indefentible H ypo- 
rochs, as to affirm the Jews had wo icarning amongt 
em, their very “ifvry only broken pieces of od My- 
teaog yy for which none thought it worth che while.to 
&0 amongft ‘em,when within a few pages he owns that 
‘ytbagoras travell d thither fer that very reafan, ami 
coud. not be ignorant how highly the widom of the 
Jews has been celebrated by many of the ancient Hea- 
then Writers. We profes we are as willing, to di- 
veit our felves of prejudice as we can in this nratter, 
and fhall give our owa tince of the thiag, it may be 

) fome theuglts conceming ity tho fubmicung all 
he Judgment of the pious and the Learhed Rea 
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of. Now the notion that we have fometime .finge 
fram‘d of thefethings is. That the Lem and Netter 
of the Jews, to whoin were commisted rhe Qrackes of 
Goi, were deiiga'd by him as.a sort of a Repaftta» of 
the ancient Trudition aad Cultoms of the #oly Parris 
érchs, or the Neachide, before they fell wto kolatries, 
as well.as of .all_reveal'd Religion, which it tems toon 
grew agceffary to the world, orherwile it had.never 
been given, by him who dues nothing: ix vain ; 
thence we find feveral notions 'and cuftoms amongthe 
Heathen, which probably they had from the #atrt 
arcks (of Wiauch more anon) but when the& were ale 
moft out among them, when. the works of the Law 
themfelvesy as orft written in their Hearts, tho. allo 
taught by Tradition, as the wei fhip of one God, moral 
duties and the like, were in danger of being quite 
obliterated. and forgotten, it feems agreeable to the 
Wiidom and. GoolnefS of God, to chu ant, and 
pale in, as « were, the. Nation of the Jews, trom the 
Hild common of the Heatheg wayld, that the latter 
might 0 ¢@ School again te the, foctner and recover 
wag uhey bad forgotten. . Shor was there, any Vasion 
in the Workl among, whom things of this nature ¢ou'd 
be be better prefery’d; “They, were always a. /aparare 
people, eyenin Egypt; ‘Theylivd along while, after 
“ic imple prmitive Parrrarchshway. (t's thoaght 
‘ome of the J./f-dilavian Patriarchs liv'd a long time 
emongst ‘eu. em particularly, whom many..think 
the fame, with Melcbizedeh ; however the names. of 
Shem, and of Eber too were iticems, at leaft as low. as 
Abrabam's time, very famous and renown'd, in thole 
parts, otherwife we fhou’d hardly flad‘em beth uait. 
edin shewWameof a Xing, as we. do in that of Shem. 
Eber, King.of .Zeboim, Geu..s4. 2. 

: But to drive the thing more, home; igeing, ‘tis,fo ee 
Vident that ne fenftble man will deay x, that .the 
Heathens do in many inftances. fyimbolise with the 
Jewifo cufloms and manners,.as,much as they hated 
‘em, and had many fragments of their 4/1fory among 
‘em, brought .in by the foree of. Truth tho they 
thought the, Body of it, ‘tis likely, as Fabulous. as, 
their own. from this reafonable.{uppofition, one of 
thefe things wil] follow : Either. that. the Nasions 
learnt thefe. from. the Jews, or the Jews from them, 
or thar they hoth had ‘em of their own, cither by 
Tradition, or Invention. 

But it cannot with any Face of Reafon be affirna 
that they inveated the fame Hiftories, Laws, or ( u- 
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foms, besau‘e chey bit in to many Circumyances, ofa 
— * a ~ . _* re es , ane " ? 
Bi din Them !clves many Of ‘em fo srang’, ane J 
commonvoad; we may addjeand many of em io 
- ‘ ; ‘ oo t + ee af .- 

Cp, Bie S9 eau Otner, tho ne ay *ric own'’g tacre 1 
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timis that did tothe Jews, nor cou‘d thoie Hutories 
he wrote a pfece of Invention, neither ia them, wio 
i . a — Pe a4 wee fla eo ” 
had conftant and lafting Records and Moxumexts of em, 


very Heathers, who made fiach il /747- 
feribers and wore repeaters: Ics lefS probable that 
ehefe ufloms fhou'd be reveal*d thefe Hiftories recited 
by the Devil to the Nations &rft, and then by God to 
the Jews, which alfo holds againft the Jews having 


a > ee 3 - pub F ontann 
many’ of their Religious cuffoms, as fome pretents 

- ze 7 «4 <a , ac wen * {ad ‘a. 
from the Heathens, we mean as given by God, (i 
f ‘em of thei 


fure enough they learnt too many o 
own accord, and were plagu‘d feverely for ‘em, but 
with What juftice cou’d they have been fo, had they 
done no more than what in other Inftances God hac 
etoreliy commanded them, 25 weil as fo often mar- 
rented by his own Extmple. Again what cou‘d more 
Aedogate from the iftfinite wifdom and goodnefs of 
‘Goa than this Hypothe ‘is (we {peal now to thofe who 
believe a God, and reveal’d Religion) that he cou‘d 
riot. or wou'd rrot invent other cufioms for his own 
cole and worfbippers, than the Devil had for ts. 
No, let the Devil be God's ape, as he really is, of 
which the Jndiants Arb and Peregrtnation, in Acosta, is 
one of the moft famous Inftances that we ever met 
with : but let us not prefume to convert the propofirt. 
on, fo much as in Thought, which we cannot do with- 
gut the higheft Blz[phemy. What is faid in favour of 
this Hypothefis, that God did it for the Fardn-/s of 
their bearts, wou'd hold indeed. asto his perm#ffion, 
but not 2: to what he a¢tually exjoyn*d. “Tis true he 
fuffer'd ‘em te fat! fometimes into the groficft /do~ 
Fatrary and lewdnefs , as in the bufinels of Peor, 
hecauf of their Ingratitude, and murmuring againft 
him, as he alfo gave up the Heathen at firft to 
Idolstry, and confequently to all lewdne/s becaufe they 
firft willfully forgot Cod, and became vafa in their 
Imaginations. Pout farely he never woutd, nor did, 
nor coud he enjoyx any fuch /icldtry, either to C-rrile, 
or Jew, or any thing that wou‘d fo plainly lead into it. 
But that which he did to the Zews for the ‘bs dne/s of 
their bearts feems to have been quite the contrary: 
Hebave ‘em Statures that were not good, merally and 
miviafeealiy fo, but only in themfelves indifferent and 
ordiiances, whereby they cou*d not Jtve, coufd not, 
fom’ any thing in their own mature pleafe God by 
Abferving “em. Many. of thofe legal Ceremonies be- 
ing only in the nature of a rokr, or Barden (as the 
Apoftles call it) for his tntam‘d H-7ffer, Yefburun, tho 
Rill it waxed far, and kiched againft him, we mean 
he laid fuch a number of -Obfervances and Ceremo- 
nies upon them, thacthey might have enough fo do 
in their own Religion, and not need to feck out for 
foniething new among the Heathen: Whereas, if, as 
fome affirm, fomecertain Idolatrous wfages were ix 
dulg*d, to keep ‘em from all the reft, this feems to be 
liftle Better than permitting one fin to avoid another. 
But further, if feveral ufages in the Jewtfh Frame of 
Worhip weretaken up in Tmitation of other“Nations, 
efpecially of the Egyptians, wou'd not this Jook very 
fulpitioufly, as if their fw, were all of bumtene Jnven- 
fiom, and viec'd up from the enffoms of the “Nations, 
iuft like that of Mahomet, but no more ‘from God 
bis, or thofe of I ycurgus and Nuptse; As the 
a MA s have Bliiphemonfly and Ridicxto ; sretended, 
Nay, woufd nor fuch a method have direétly centre. 
28-4 the dery end of God's giving juch a Lé#w to his 
people, and have drawnthe Jews nearer'to Idolatry, 
ynftead Of deterring ‘em further from it, by mak- 
ing the exifoms of the Heathen fo familiar to ‘em, that 
they fhon‘d find but little diference, and be at a ftand 
whether to follow God or Baal. The dire contrary 
whereunto, was, as hasbeen faid, fo exprefly taken 
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. wh n even oe ‘ho moor himlelt orants. and 
” ; - . ? ae 
proves with a 2reat dealcf Learning, and in manv 
Initances, with as much clesr chi, in his difvourl? con- 
cerning the ZsFij. Nor isitealy, or perhaps off 
ble ro fhow why fome things fhou‘d be foréitd: + be. 
caufe the Hearbers usSe an, cho in themfelves tadiffer. 
’ ; = Ff tei * l ono 

ex*, andaccordingiy now pcr yurted foall men, fince 
no danger by them, and others permitted, nay, enioyn'd 
forthat very ame Real: i, tho if may de, much mere 
| rows tha he form r fe le 1] the peo ye into Jae. 
latr Ww! ‘c} Eynor fe ms fO make G more 
irhitrary then that, which thinks he enjovn' all chefe 
ufaces mvcriy fortnct raiof their obcdiens 

it feems therefore much more reafonableto afirm 


that the Nations learn‘d thefe things from others. 
But the Queftton Millis whether from the Jews, or 
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the Faveers. We anfwer from both, and think we 
, , ‘ . fiaiei se ia Ton .: 
can prove it, buc han‘t time or room to do it in this 


place and there‘ore the Reader and Querift muft be 
contented to truft us fill anuther Mercury. 

Queft. 3. iam aver? SCUNE manand there is 2 young 
Lady of my acquaintance that has a grcat off -Bion for me, 


ard { cans be fo full cf wungrasitude as rot to beve the 


fime love for her ; ccafidering her fo tune may be more 
than I deferve, or at leaft more thar mine. J] am yet too 
yourg for thar honcur cf Matrimony but fhe being older 
‘thin J, is the mere defvous for it whtbout ber, or my 
Friena‘s conjent ; I am an Apprentice, and bave @ great 
while to (erve of mytime, J defire yonr advice, wherber J 
bad not bejt marry ker while J may bave that opportuntty, 
without difobeying Gods Commands, and ] am yours. 
Anjw., Ten to one fhe has rrufs‘d you up,before this, 
and almoft pick‘d your Bones. But if you are yet out 
other pounces, you'd do well to defer the bonour a. litthe 
longer, till you are a fitter judge of thofe matters. 
For tho you can't be ignorant of the danger and incon- 
venience you incur by fuch a Marriage during your 
Apprensice-fhip yet you can't eafily imagi how your 
fanc willchange as to thafe matters efpecially whem 
the woman is {o much di/proportionable in age, in which 
caf we fel’om or never knew a happy Marriage 
much lefs can vou expeftit, when againft the confene 
of sour Friends of both fides, who mav be {0 dif- 
pleas'd with it when the; come to know it as to caf? 
ou both off, and expofe you to want and mifery: 
Queft. 4. What is the greateft happivefs a man can 
enjoy tn this world, Pray your beft advice with fpeede 
Anfto. A Quict Confctenes, anda contented mind. ¥ 
Queft. 5. Pray, which of thefe two perfons were I beft 
marry, The one may prove advantigious ¢o me in the cal- 
ling ISm_ in, but of little Fortune, the orber has not 
a prappeR of that Nature, but is likely to have 6 
good Eftare. Im in Love wish the former, ard she 
Jatter is 18 love with me, , 
Arfw. We are for the. former, fuppofng ‘em 
equal in Temper, and other qualifications truly 
amiable, tor thefe reafons, 1, becaufe von Lore 
het, afd vou are douhtlefs oblig‘d to pleafe_ your 
felf in fuch cafes before another, befides, that it 
appears not that fhe’ has any averfion for vou, but 
rather that sou. doubt’ not you cou‘d gain her, 
otherwife vour queftion. might have been let alone 
a tecond Reafon is, becayfe we fhou‘d prefer her 
being feryiceable to ou in \our own wa? ore 
the bate Hbelibood of a good Eftate, nav, we know 
not whether we mavyn‘t. venture to fav, before 
the Eftate it felf. Fer tis not fldom feen thata 
man grows poorer b an Fate, when he trufts to 
If WIWovt improving it, efpecially in the prefent 
Circumftances : But he that has a good Trade, 
and Stock to manage ir, and minds his bufinefs at 
it, and has befides fuch an advantage as you may 
have, is im a fair probability of getting wealth and 
doing ver) well in the World 
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